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Before I start this Newsletter,  I want you to know that we cannot make it without Jesus – He is our Hope and our very Life! He is our KEEPER! He and He alone is our Success in this world. Without Him, we can do nothing. Until we can get to that place of Surrender and total Dependency upon Him, we will fail. Our Trust and our Faith in Him can only be Anchored by our OBEDIENCE to Him!!

 Can I say – He is our Sustainer! The desire in our heart to love and serve Him will root and ground us in these troubling times!! There can be no confidence, no deep assurance in our soul without committing ourself to God and His Will! We must go God’s Way children, to prosper and be Blessed in our souls! We true Christians have learned that we cannot lean to our own understanding in life– it’s not enough – We must lean on God! We cannot work anything out for our good on our own, it’s not in us to guide our own footsteps, human flesh will fail, our strength is too weak, our own knowledge is not sufficient to save us! We are helpless earthly creatures and hopeless without God and the sweet indwelling of the Holy Ghost!! This is the reason that we NEED HIM!! There is a place we must attain in Him – a place of Humility, for there and there alone,  we find God’s Grace. It’s in that place of communion and yieldedness like a little child that we find our strength and our comfort in life!!

THE BLESSED ROUTE TO VICTORY IN OUR SOULS

I want you to listen to David’s sincere attitude in prayer how he approached the Lord! He was in desperate need and He knew it and wanted God’s divine Help! There was a place that David had to get, to be in the right condition for the Lord to move for him!! 
Ps 131:1 ¶ LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.
2 – Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is Weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a Weaned child. 

Look close what David is saying to the Lord here in these 2 verses. “O God, I’m surely not coming to you in a sense of Pomp and Pride, I’m a broken man, I’m helpless and I am in need!  Lord, I’m coming and humbling myself before you.” Can I tell you – when you are really in need, you’re desperate and really want God’s Help, you will Humble yourself in His presence! Dear reader, we cannot save ourself! The Bible teaches us that all Pride, self-will, self wants and desires, the feeling of self-sufficiency and stubbornness has to be emptied out to approach God and come into His presence. It’s like a little helpless child learning to walk, the mother holds it up by the hand and tells it to go to its daddy. She lets go and the father calls – come on, come to me, you can do it. The little child struggles to stay on  its two little feet to go to its father and at last right before it goes down, it falls into its Daddy’s arms.

 How many has ever felt weak and struggling to stand? You’ve got problems that you’re trying to walk and work through. “Lord, I just can’t make it on my own!” Circumstances will break us sometimes. Humility is the best place to be in for God to work – He’ll work in you, He’ll work on you and He will work for you!  The Broken Man David was in that place of helplessness – I’m totally insufficient in myself Lord, so I’m coming and humbling myself before you! I’m falling into your arms. Lord, I’m tired of being like I am – I Need and want a Change!! Left to myself, I will faulter. I don’t have all the answers in my life but you do, I can’t fix myself, I can’t fight my own battles, I can’t fix my problems or anything but I know you can, so I’m emptying myself out at your feet and giving it all to you! I come and I fall into your arms as a little child and I’m going to trust you!  Children, God requires Child like faith to serve Him. It’s a simple Faith that Trusts! Notice close what David said in Verse 2 – Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my Soul is even as a weaned child. (Say it with me – “I quieted myself --- Like a Weaned child!”

I want you to look for a moment – A nursing child even though young and helpless, it cries because it wants its mother’s milk. It is restless and it wrestles, it flails its arms and is impatient! A baby will whine and sometimes throw fits and tantrums until it gets what it wants. This is human nature – We are always reaching and wanting to do things our own way - it is inbred in humanity that God has to work with to get out of us or we will grow up with a selfish and childish spirit and never be what God wants us to be in Him. Children, I am using the natural to convey the spiritual to show you what God requires out of each of us, to make us mentally and spiritually mature, to grow up and be wise and useful in His work and kingdom. A baby in its infant stages, is always looking and reaching and grasping for everything that it sees. It’s crying and wants its own Way!! By its actions, it is saying – I want this and I want that! Isn’t this like our human nature? We just want things and to have things our own way! But a good and wise mother knows that there’s a time as her baby gets older, she must Wean her child away from the milk stage, it’s time for it to grow up. That child must be and has to be trained to grow out of the childhood stage or it will remain childish for the rest of its life. She does this to progress that child along and as she does, it will learn and she’ll be able to give it soft foods.  Eventually the Child begins to eat and drink on its own. It’s not stopped loving and needing its Mother, but it is maturing to the point where it doesn’t need or have to have its mother to pamper and give it everything it wants anymore. The elementary and babyish ways are put aside - it is learning discipline and growing up! Can I tell us – You’ve got to want this, you’ve got to want to learn to grow Spiritually and be mature in the things of the Lord to have Victory in your Soul!!  God is wanting to bring us all closer to Him, to mature in the ways of the Lord, to be led by His Spirit, to be filled with His Spirit so that we can be a light to help others!! 

2Pe 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
When Jesus comes, He’s coming for the Humble Trusting souls who are yielded in loving and serving Him!! “Not my Will Lord, but thine be done!”

As we grow older in our young childhood days, we come to realize, that is - if we have a good Mother – there’s nobody like my Mom! The Child has now learned  that being with its mother, it can now sit peacefully and quietly in her arms, content to know that it is with the one it loves and trusts. Does that wise Mother ever have to correct her child when it needs it? YESS! In LOVE, she has to chastise and bring pain to correct her child so it will learn to do what’s right for its own good. The Mother is preparing her child for the future. Dear child, I’m trying to make something good out of you later in life!!  
Pro. 22:6 ¶ Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

As time goes on, her child comes to know that its mother really cares and wants it to grow up and be blessed. Listen children, I’m using this in the natural to show you how God deals with each of us!! This describes the relationship that we should have with our God! He will correct us when we need it and He will teach us if we will listen! He will lead us if we will take heed. We’ve got to want it, to want to go God’s Way and do right, to be a respectable citizen when we grow up! If we do, we’ll learn and prosper! We will Be blessed – spirit, soul and body!! We must earnestly seek the Lord’s Presence – He will WEAN us from this world’s carnal ways, He’ll WEAN us from selfish and vain pleasures, from its entertainments and the covetous things that become a snare to our soul! Can I tell us all here, God’s good Holy Ghost filled people who are dedicated and mature in the Lord are our examples in faith and obedience!! Anointed ministers of God can only help and inspire you to a certain point! But the rest is up to us to commit and yield ourselves to God! Our real help comes from the Lord who is the greatest teacher of all! Can we say from our hearts – Teach me Lord, take everything out of me that don’t belong and make me what I ought to be! 

Heb 6:1 ¶ Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
Dear reader, there’s nothing in this world like the new born again experience when you first come to Jesus and are saved – O the feeling of that first Love!! We couldn’t hear enough of the Cross and our Saviour’s love – That was just the beginning.

1Pe 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
We must go on to the meat of God’s Word, to the deep things of the Spirit, to know and experience His power and be used of Him – to be a help and blessing to others.

	God has to get us beyond the first grade, the elementary stage of Faith. God’s got grade levels in this thing. As our conscience is exercised to know the good from bad, we go from one stage to the next level, because we are learning and applying our knowledge through the do’s and don’ts, through our flops and failures, through all the bumps and scrapes in life. A good and sincere heart that loves the Lord won’t stay down, it will not want to quit, but it’ll want to get back up and do better, it won’t be content to remain in the elementary stage and stay in grade school for the rest of its life. Will you honestly say right now - Lord, WEAN ME from this world and its carnal ways that I may go on unto perfection, to be a vessel you can bless and use! 

 Can you say – Lord, I want to get beyond the foundation of repentance when I knelt at the altar and first gave my life to you! I want to make something, and build something good for you! I desire to know you more and more and be blessed! I want to be Spiritually mature and used to help and guide others!  One day dear Jesus, when my life here is over, and I step in Heaven’s door, I want to get my graduating diploma of learning through the many grades that I have passed through and receive a reward when I stand before you!

David was called of God, he was anointed as a teenager but he had to grow up spiritually. Many things he had to learn and sometimes he had to learn them the hard way! He finally came to the point that he told the Lord - God, I know I’ve had my own ways that has caused me much trouble! I’ve got enemies, I’ve got problems and I’ve got trials – but O God, you know my heart that I desire and want to serve you - I can’t make it on my own! 

Listen, the Lord is calling to every one of us – He wants us to lay aside the elementary things and carnal ways and grow up and learn to Trust Him and put Him first! Children, lean on Jesus!! We must cultivate that secret place of Prayer, of yieldedness and brokenness and communion like the Psalmist David learned to do! 

Jas 4:6 But He (God) giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the Humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
	What’s the Holy Ghost saying to us?
 (God resisteth the stubborn and self-willed who always wants the milk of their own way!)

Notice close what David said in the above scripture we started with - Psalm 131:2  – “I have QUIETED myself.” The Hebrew word here for Quieted means A Calming down and bringing to Stillness something that is agitated. (How many have ever felt and maybe are feeling now that you just get easily agitated, agitated with things, agitated with people. We all have our problems, we get stressed! Sometimes we have a meltdown and maybe say things out of frustration that just isn’t right because we didn’t get our way or something didn’t turn out like we wanted! Is there a cure and help for things like this?) 

In the natural, it’s like a teacher looking back over her class and she sees a child having a meltdown. The little kid’s home life is no good, the family is full of trouble and it’s hurting!! The teacher gets up and calmly and quietly goes back and lays her hand on the child’s shoulder, she bends over and gently whispers in its ear– calls its name and says – “Come on, calm down - It’ll be alright!” The little kid feels the gentleness of the teacher, that she really cares so it brings a Peace and Calm. Isn’t that the Way God works with us? There is peace in the Lord’s voice, in His presence. He’ll help you if you want to be helped! He’ll teach you His Way and it is a Blessed Way! That is what David is saying – “I have QUIETED MYSELF!” O God, I’ve got you and you’re greater than any good mother in this world that cares for her child – I don’t have to worry and fret and fall apart – so Lord, help me to straighten up and calm down and give everything to you with all my heart!! Here I am, teach me, lead me and I will follow! 

David had to bring his restless troubled soul under God’s control. I can’t keep going like this. There are things I must WEAN myself from. Did you know that our agitation can make everyone around us agitated, aggravated and live on edge? Every one of us have our part that we must do to have and Keep a sound mind! How many know where it’s at? It’s in Prayer and reading God’s Word and spending time in His presence that we find Peace, Hope and Rest!! When someone says – I had to Wean myself from such and such – they mean that they had to gradually break a  detrimental and harmful habit that was causing a bad effect - maybe a temper, fussing and showing a bad attitude like a baby that doesn’t get its way! The cure for this is emptying out, Weaning ourselves from this world, from its carnal associations and getting our hearts right with God! A person who prays, spends quality time in God’s Word and presence, will be marked by Peace! If I could tell every Soul in this world - This is the only thing that will give you peace and bring a Blessed Quietness in your soul and to others around you!! You’ve got to break away!! David is describing a soul that is content in the Lord. The end of a mature Chirstian that loves and serves the Lord is Peace!!

 	David’s message in this scripture is that a mature faith (say mature faith) is like a weaned child, calm, content, feeling secure in the Mother’s care. O God, would you give us a mature Faith that has learned to rest in your Love when life becomes difficult! Children, every one of us have our storms, we’ve had our battles and hard trials - but we’ve already served God long enough to know that He’s come through for us over and over again and we know that He’s never failed!! He’s like that good wise Mother that has Weaned us from the babyhood stages in life. He has brought us to where we are today. WE ARE SAVED and we are still learning to TRUST HIM!!
IS THERE A PLACE OF REST – IS THERE A PLACE OF CONFIDENCE? YES!!

There was an old widow woman who was a Christian in world war 2 back in the 1940’s. She lived all alone, I think it was in England. When the bombs were dropping over her city from the German war planes - the people were told to evacuate and escape lest they die in the bombing raids and explosions. This ole dear Saint of God was a Praying Woman who served and Trusted the Lord! She stayed behind and did not leave. When the War was over she emerged from her house and all the buildings around her were laying in smoldering rubble. The people that saw her, couldn’t believe it and came and asked her – “Why didn’t you leave, weren’t you afraid?” She answered them – WHY SHOULD I BE AFRAID and she quoted Psalm 121 – The Lord neither slumbers nor sleeps, why should I worry and be afraid – He’s my Keeper and her house was not touched! She QUIETED herself like David and became like a Weaned Child in the arms of the One she Loved and served! This is Confidence, this is the result of a dedicated and faithful prayer life of loving and serving the Lord!! This is what the Old Timers had in the hard times across America in the early years. They didn’t have much of this world, they had to grind to make a living but they had God! They learned to Trust Him and He Blessed and kept them!! 

	Can I tell you – if you live right and serve the Lord, your Righteousness will Save and Deliver you in your times of need and trial!!
Isa 32:17 And the work of Righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness Quietness and Assurance for ever. (look at the word Assurance – it means confidence and security! Quietness means Peace. (Remember, that’s what David said – I emptied my hands, and I emptied my Heart before God as a trusting and Weaned Child. As a result I have Peace in my soul!)
This scripture is telling us what happens when people live in a close relationship with God. When righteousness is in your heart and you’re serving, loving and trusting the Lord – it produces and brings a deep settled PEACE that anchors and holds you in troubled times. We don’t have to live in constant fear when we walk with God –When your faith is in Him, in the Promises of His Word – it brings a Confidence and Calmness in your soul that circumstances cannot take away!! 

Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
 2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
 3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah.
 4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.
 5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.
10 Be Still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. (Notice:  - God breaks in on this psalm right in the middle of all the chaos mentioned above and says – BE STILL!! The Hebrew translation of BE STILL carries the meaning of God telling us – when you see the mountains shaking and crumbling and the waters troubled and roaring – Fear not, QUIET YOURSELF before the Lord as David did, put it all in His hand. Humble yourself and let go and let God have it – He’s still in control and He will move for His children that Trust in Him!!
 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.
May God Bless all my Readers








