OUR INHERITANCE And spiritual blessings we have 
in christ


 
I want to ask you - If somebody died and left you in their Will, would you want to know what they left you? Would you want to know what you would inherit? In the natural, you would never know what is rightfully yours until the deceased one’s lawyer contacted you and gave you a Copy written out of everything that was left to you. The one that made their Will out, thought enough of you to put your name down in their Will. It was their way of saying - I want them to have what I own and have worked for! That Will by Law has been legally registered and signed before a witness. The deceased One with their own hand signed their name to that document. It cannot be altered – it cannot be changed, everything in it is binding – it all belongs to you to have, to possess and enjoy!! 

	Can I tell you dear reader – There’s another Will that was made out for each and every one of us who are Saved – no one was excluded, not one person no matter how big, little, weak or small was left out - it’s called the Last Will and Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ that was signed by His own Blood on the Cross over 2,000 years ago! As the Blood came dripping down from the Cross to the ground, it reverberated and echoed down in the corridors of Hell that the price had been paid, Sin had been conquered, Satan had been defeated. Our Lord Jesus worked hard, He gave His All, He gave His very life for this Redemption plan of Salvation. In it is our Healing and Deliverance. In it is every provision for spirit, soul and body. The riches have been laid up for us all to possess and enjoy. This Will is recorded in Heaven and every Word, jot and tittle of it is binding and True. Nobody can change it, Satan cannot erase it – We are the beneficiaries today of the wonderful work of our Lord Jesus Christ and what He left us!! 
Do you want to know what Jesus has left you in His Will? When you pick up your Bible and open the lid, you are reading God’s last Will and Testament to you. You are reading what Jesus has done for you and what He has left you. Every Promise in the Book is mine, every chapter, every verse and every line. Are you familiar with the Will and know what has been left you? Have you picked up your Bible this week to read and meditate in it? A day should never go by without reading God’s Divine Will!!God wants you to know that you are important to Him!

Jeremiah 29:11 – (I want you to listen close – God is speaking to His people) 11- For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an Expected End. (The Lord wants you to know today – you are continually on His mind, you are in His thoughts, your welfare and future is important to Him. He cares about you and wants it to be well with your soul. Look at the words – to give you an EXPECTED END. It means the Lord wants to give you a good outcome in the end – give you a Good Hope and a prosperous future.  God is saying – I’ve got a purpose for your life to be Blessed! I have laid up everything that you will ever need! When you come down to the End and you look back over your life, you can say – Lord, you were with me all the Way! Through it all O God, you kept me, your hand has been upon me - you have been so Good – Lord, you have provided in ways that I could not see, when I did not know what to do, you worked things out. Lord, You supplied my every need as I tried my best to serve and follow you!  I have been Blessed!!! It is Well with my Soul! This is what God wants you to say, but you must serve Him and put Him first in your life!! God’s Blessings are not cheap. They don’t automatically fall on you without you praying and serving Him with your whole Heart!)

Before reading this Newsletter any farther, to get the full meaning - pick up your Bible and read – Ephesians 1:1-14.
 
I want you to notice – In this first Chapter of Ephesians - THERE ARE 8 SPIRITUAL THINGS THAT WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN AND BLESSED WITH --- These are the Blessings in Heavenly places that Christ has blessed us with that Apostle Paul is going to list!  Listen, He’s already given us these things – it’s up to us to believe and receive them. 
In Verse 4 - We have been Chosen; in Verse. 5 - we have been Predestined;  in Verse 5 we have been Adopted; in Verse 6 we have been Accepted; in Verse 7 we have been Redeemed; in Verse 7 we have been Forgiven; in Verse 11 we have been given an Inheritance; in Verse 13 we have been Sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise! 
2Ti 2:19 ¶ Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this Seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.

LET’S GO THROUGH THESE VERSES NOW:

Look at verse -  3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath Blessed us (that’s not future tense, it is right now present tense) who hath Blessed us with all spiritual Blessings in heavenly places in Christ: (God is saying - as long as you serve me and follow me to do my Will, your Blessings are already laid up for when you need them!) – Listen what the psalmist David said to the Lord: - Ps 21:3 For thou Preventest me with the Blessings of Goodness: 
 4 He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, (Do you know what the word Preventest means?  Lord you Preventest me with the Blessings of goodness! In that word, David was saying to the Lord – Lord, you have went before me and laid Blessings in my path that I would need when I got there. You went before me and worked it all out!) 
Do you all know why you’re still here today? It’s because God has worked everything out and brought you to where you are right now. Remember, we are studying in this lesson about what we have in Christ – Our Spiritual Blessings in Heavenly places!

LET’S LOOK NOW AND START AT VERSE 4  and Go through these 8 spiritual Blessings that belong to us: -- 
Verse 4 - According as He hath Chosen us in him before the Foundation of the world, that we should be Holy and without blame before him in love: (This verse speaks of God’s eternal purpose – way before Creation itself, before God ever laid the foundation of this earth, He had You in mind. He purposed to have a people who would belong to Him that would love and serve Him!! In His infinite all knowing power and wisdom, the Lord looked into the future and He knew man would fail, He knew man would sin and fall but He had a PLAN.) God don’t see like we see. We see failure, we think it’ll always be that way, we see the end of something, we see things hopeless, but God sees beyond that – He has a purpose – He sees a Remedy – Glory to his Name, it means that though we were yet sinners and failures and unworthy,  He still Chose us! Can you say right now – I KNOW THAT I’M CHOSEN?! The Lord had a Plan to Redeem us and make something Holy and beautiful  to give Him Glory!!  
CHILDHOOD GAMES

I thought of the times when I was growing up, us neighborhood kids would get together and play baseball and basketball. The two boys that were the oldest and the best players would each choose sides. They would take turns picking which of us boys would be on their team. Naturally, they would start off by choosing the best players. That’s human nature isn’t it, we want the best! I wasn’t that Good but this one thing I knew - I had a desire and I really wanted to play. I knew there were others who were better than me and there were others who were worse than I was but they too wanted to be Chosen!! Did it bother me that I wasn’t as good as some of the others who were better? Yes! Did I feel self conscious of my inabilities to run and jump and handle the ball good like some of the rest? Yes! Was I afraid that if my team that I was on lost, that it would be partly my fault – that I wasn’t good enough? Yes! Was there a fear of failure that I couldn’t perform good enough for my leader that Chose me? Yes!! But I had a great desire to play and not be left out!! I was going to try and do my best!!  I couldn’t wait for the team Captain to call out my name and call me over to his side!!

 I look back on it all now and know that I really tried and I wanted my team to Win, I gave it my best shot. There were times that my team Won and I felt a sense of pride in the eyes of my team captain that Chose me. I went home feeling like I did good and he was proud of me! I felt like I had a part in the game, I did good with the rest of them and we won. But there were also times that we lost and I would go home feeling defeated, it was me, I goofed up and wasn’t good enough. I’d go home and beat myself up – He won’t Choose me anymore. It’s my fault – I threw the ball out of bounds. I didn’t run fast enough and jump high enough, I fumbled too many times!

Listen children, it’s not so much the devil that is defeating us and keeping us down with the feeling of unworthiness, it’s our own low self esteem – we push our own selves down! In our own minds we think we are not good enough, we’re not as good as others and it robs us of any Joy. We will never be happy always feeling like we’re unworthy and not as good as someone else! We’ll live our lives in defeat! I know this is an example that I used BUT God doesn’t Choose us because we are perfect, and have all the abilities, gifts and talents – He reaches down and Chooses us who are unworthy because He loves us and He makes us Worthy!! I want to say to everybody – God has a Plan for you! Can you tell God right now – “Lord, I’m glad you didn’t give up on me?”  Who is it that makes us worthy? How does He do it? Jesus said - Joh 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you. (Jesus sees something good in each of us that He can use no matter who we are!!)

1Pe 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
 19 But with the Precious Blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you. (I’ll pause here and say we are frail and we are weak, we falter and have our flaws but God doesn’t throw us away, We are still in His plan! Will you serve Him and let Him work on you? His Blood ever cleanses and His Spirit makes whole!)

LOOK NOW AT VERSE 5 - 
 5 Having Predestinated us unto the Adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, (Look at the word Pre-destinated – destinated, it carries the meaning of Destiny – it means that God Predetermined before hand, before you ever came along to Adopt you into His Family – He is going to make you His own and not leave you out! I want to tell each of you reading this – You have a Destiny that God has placed over you! He is seeking to bring you to the full measure of it. Are you letting Him work on you? 

How much does God love me Bro. Tommy? Adoption gives us identity — we belong to God. It gives us access — we can come to Him any time we want, any time we are in trouble or need because He is our Father. It gives us security – the Lord will not Cast us away! It gives us an Inheritance, that what belongs to Jesus is ours also because we’re in the family. We are no more sinners and outsiders. Adoption means being welcomed as a beloved Son or Daughter with the full legal right of the true Sons of God. Why should you cower or drop your head and let the devil tell you that you are not important?) 

A man I once worked with at the plant, went to Russia and Adopted 2 little boys. He and his wife could not have children of their own to love and care for! He told me that with all the red tape he had to go through, and all the emails and calls, it costed him 20,000 dollars and a ton of paper work. When all the legal work was finished, he and his wife happily bought a plane ticket and made the long trip across the ocean to pick up their newly adopted little boys and bring them home!! They raised those children, he put them through college and today they have good jobs, all because they cared about them!! That is a great desire and that is a real true Love! How much more did God love us? He sent His only begotten Son into this broken world to Save us and bring us into the Family of God! Jesus left His throne and the Glory world to come a long long way to Redeem and Adopt us into His family!!) Dear reader, God has a lot invested in you because He has a purpose for your life, it is not in Vain. I beg you to forever love Him and stay in His Divine Will!!

 Verse 6 says - To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us Accepted in the beloved. 
(How many wants to go deeper in the Mind and Purpose of God? You might say to me – Bro. Tommy, how much does God really know about me? Does He really Care and does He still have a purpose for me though I’m weak and faulter and feel so unworthy? YES! The Lord wants you to know that you were in His mind before you were ever born into this world. Do you think that after God has brought you this far, He’ll forget and drop you now? NO!! You are no accident, you are here for a purpose!! You are a work in progress!!) 

	Dear reader, God knew all about you and He had a plan for you when you were in your mother’s womb. Listen to the Psalmist David talking to the Lord: --
Ps 139:1 ¶ O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. Verse 13 - For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. (The Hebrew word here for reins means a person’s innermost self, it’s the seat of a person’s deepest emotions, their very conscience, in other words – it’s your very heart.) Lord, you formed my innermost being – you created the very core of who I am! You formed and made a body for me to live in. You did it because you had a purpose for my life. 

(It was the Lord who Called Jeremiah into the ministry and told him – “Jeremiah, before I formed thee in the belly, I knew thee.” This is the Foreknowledge of God!! This is God’s predetermined plan not only to bring you into this world, but to have you to know, Love and serve Him! Dear reader, God has a Will, a purpose and plan for your life, don’t miss it!!)
 14 David goes on - I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
 15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. (in my mother’s womb)
 16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; (not yet formed and complete) and in THY BOOK all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. (How deep can you go in the foreknowledge of God? He wrote down everything about you in his Book before you were ever formed and came together!) You ought to raise your hands now and praise the Lord, tell Him - I know you have a purpose for me!! I came into this world and I’m here for a reason.
(In other words – Lord, it was you that knitted me together in my mother’s womb. You made all of the delicate inner parts of my body, you gave me a Soul - it was you that breathed life into me. Everything about me – this very body and every member, the color of my eyes and hair, the size shoes that I wear – God, you have it all written down in your BOOK.)

A BOOK OF DESTINY 

 I want to tell everyone - there is a BOOK OF DESTINY that God has in Heaven of every person who would be conceived in the womb, and He has a plan for each and every one!! 

 17 ¶ How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!
 18 If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee. 
 7 In whom we have Redemption through his blood, the Forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;
 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his Will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: (What does that mean – “The Mystery of His Will?” In other words – Who am I, so unworthy of such Grace and Glory, that a King would bleed and die to put me in His Will. O the Mystery of it all that our Lord Jesus would leave Heaven and come down to suffer on a Cross and give His life for such a one as I?)
 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
 11 In whom also we have obtained an Inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own Will:
 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were Sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,
 14 Which is the Earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

 What are you telling us sweet Holy Ghost - which is the Earnest? Earnest means the first down payment of our Soul’s Salvation was made with the guarantee that the rest is surely coming later. It means the first installment of our Redemption was made when Jesus Saved our soul and we were born again!  The full and complete inheritance of our Salvation is coming later at the resurrection when we get our new bodies. The Redemption will then be complete when this mortal shall put on immortality and these corruptible bodies shall be made incorruptible and brand new!! It means that Jesus purchased our Souls Salvation on the Cross, but we still live in an earthly, weak and sick prone body – but hold on, the best is yet to come when everything will be made new! A glorified body like unto Christ we shall have and one day we will forever rejoice while the endless ages roll in the presence of God. It’s all because the Lord had a plan and we answered the Call!! Aren’t you glad that Jesus put you in His WILL and signed it with His Blood? Dear reader, you are Blessed more than you will ever realize! You may have your trials down here and go through hardships, but it won’t last forever! You have an INHERITANCE! There are Riches in those Heavenly Places in Christ!! Believe them and Receive them!! 

May God Bless all my Readers!





