PARABLE OF THE SOWER
“THE WAY SIDE GROUND”




	

In this Newsletter, I want to deal with the Heart of man. 	In the Parable of the Sower that we are about to study, Jesus is looking for Good Ground to sow the Seed of His Holy Word that will bring forth fruits of Righteousness in the hearts and lives of every individual. The Heart here is compared to Ground.	
I want you to get a picture of this – A multitude of people are gathered around Jesus to hear His Word. People of all ages stood there that day in God’s very presence listening. As the Lord taught, He could see down deep in each person, He knew the condition of their soul. He must get the Seed into their hearts that will change their lives to make them ready for Heaven! Will they listen and take Heed? 
 
Mark 4:1 ¶ And He (Jesus) began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. (Out of this great multitude of people, how many would take it to heart what Jesus was teaching?)
 2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,
 3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a Sower to sow:
 4 And it came to pass, as he sowed (the Seed), some fell by the Way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.
 5 And some fell on Stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:
 6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.
 7 And some fell among Thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.
 8 And other fell on Good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.
 9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Jesus goes on to explain this parable: - 
14 The Sower (The preacher and Teacher) soweth the word.(God’s Word)
15 And these are they by the Way Side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the Word that was sown in their hearts.
16 And these are they likewise which are sown on Stony Ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;
17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.
18 And these are they which are sown among Thorns; such as hear the word,
19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
20 And these are they which are sown on Good Ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.

	In this Parable, there are 4 different categories of Ground. There are over 8 billion people now living in our world, each and every one will fit into one of these categories. You cannot live in all 4 and make it to God’s good Heaven! There is only ONE GROUND that is acceptable, that will prosper and bear fruits worthy of Eternal Life and that is the Good Ground that has been plowed, tilled, and cleared of the stones and thorns and made soft for the Seeds of Righteousness to grow in!! 
	The Holy Ghost inspired Paul to write to the Saints in the Church at Corinth – I Cor. 3:9 – Ye are God’s Husbandry. Husbandry means – “You are God’s Garden, His tilled land that He’s working in! He owns you – You are His cultivated field! Will you allow Him to plow you with Conviction and break up the Fallow Ground of your Heart to Sow His seeds of Righteousness? 

	When God Plows a man’s Heart, it is a painful process. He plows us by His Spirit, by His Word and Divine providence. If this earth had a voice and could speak, it would say – “I felt the hard Plow today, I knew what was coming when the Gardener ran the sharp point of the plow through me, I was full of pain – I could have cried out in very agony, but I know it’s the only way for a Golden harvest.” When the Plow of God’s Spirit and providence first cuts up a person’s life, they are tempted to say – “Lord, Why? I don’t understand! Why am I going through this? Would you please take it all away! But later we are able to see the Hand of our Wise God working in our life bringing Blessing and fruit out of our brokenness. Could we pray and say – Plow me O Lord, you are the Divine Ploughman of Eternity. Make something beautiful out of me that I can be a Blessing to others in the fruit I can share!! 
	Listen, God does not Plow and break up  Ground without intention. Where God Plows, He intends to Sow. His Plowing in your life is very proof that He is for you and not against you!! The Lord spoke clearly to His people in:
	Eze 36:9 For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be Tilled and Sown:
Don’t ever for get that the Husbandman (The Divine Gardener) is never so near the Ground than when He is Plowing it, He hasn’t forsaken you Child, He is working on you and in you!!! Dear reader, will you allow the Lord to turn the soil of your heart, break up the clods of your fallow ground that has laid idle for so long and sow His Seeds of Righteousness to bring a Harvest? Can you Pray and say – “Work on me Lord Jesus, work in me and make me what I ought to be to give you Praise and Glory?” 
 
	Jesus said in this first category of Ground called the Way Side, the Word was preached and the people heard it but the fowls came immediately and devoured it up. 
With much study and digging into the history at that time I discovered that the Way Side soil is the Hard ground beside the furrows which had been packed down by the feet of farmers and passersby. When the farmer walked along and dropped the seeds, some of them did not make it down into the soft furrow of the ground that had been broken up, but the seeds fell near his feet where he walked. Palestine in Bible days had no fences separating their fields and gardens from one another. Many people traveled by foot. It was nothing for them to cut across the plowed fields to visit others while walking between the furrows before the crops came up. The ground became crisscrossed all over until it became hardened where the seeds laid on the hard ground. Yes the soil in the fields had been tilled, cultivated and laid off in furrows to receive the Seed, but if that  precious Seed did not make it into the soft prepared soil, it would never sprout and grow. It would lay on top of the hard ground and fall prey to the fowls which would come and devour it up. This is the Way Side ground where the Seed landed that’s been trampled and Hardened by the feet of people.  

Listen; the Ground of our Hearts must at all costs be conditioned and prepared to receive the Good seed of the Word of God. It must be kept Soft.
Dear Jesus, what are you telling us here? Remember, before Jesus first started this parable, He said to the great multitude who had gathered – Hearken, Behold – which means – you must Listen and take Heed to what I’m going to tell you! Don’t let the ground of your Heart become too hard for the Word of God to enter. If my Word cannot enter into your heart, then my Spirit cannot move for you, it cannot  Save you, it can’t help you, it will not be able to Bless you and Guide – You will not be able to make it to Heaven!! This is where many people are today. The Word of God cannot find its mark in their soul, it can’t find a lodging in their hearts because the ground inside them has been hardened by this uncaring world, by the evil deeds and words of people who have walked across their lives and left them hardened. (I’m dealing with Way Side ground where people Walk) 

Listen, We all know by experience, we’ve all been there and witnessed it down through the years in the lives of others that people come and they go – they pass in and out of our life - friendships are made and friendships are broken. Fellowships were made and after a while, things happen and those fellowships dissolve. We’ve seen revivals come, we’ve seen precious souls pray at our Altars, they stay for a while but soon are gone – What happened inside their hearts? What transpired in their life that made them turn away and fade from view? It’s a Heart issue!! Sometimes when dealing with people, many unseen things can happen, many times not on purpose and as a result people become hurt and offended.  As a result, Confidence is shattered through some thoughtless word or deed. It happens in families, it happens in Church, it happens on jobs, in the work place among sinners – it happens in our secular world concerning business, money and finances.
 Listen, In serving God, somewhere down the line you will find yourself going through a hard time, a trial, maybe a let down or maybe some hard thing in your personal life that’s caused you to suffer and if you’re not careful and really pray, it can harden you! By nature through our human losses and suffering we can easily turn bitter, bitter toward this world and toward others and we can turn hard toward God! What is it that has caused good people to give up? Can I tell you – whatever you do, hold on to Jesus, it’s never been Him who caused you hurt or pain! He’s the Good Shepherd and He cares for His Sheep! You’re in this world but you don’t belong to it!! Regardless of what happens in life, remember, you are a citizen of that Heavenly city, sweet home of the soul!!  

Children, we live in an evil time, it’s a cold and cruel world outside our doors. people of hard natures that’s been hardened by the deceitfulness of Sin. God never created our feet to walk on others, but to walk a path of humility and obedience with others’ welfare at the center of our Hearts. That Golden Rule still reigns today – “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  It’s sad, but many are walking the street today that were once in church serving the Lord, but now they’re away from God! Remember, we are dealing with Way Side soil, the hardened ground of the heart where God’s Word cannot enter and where His Spirit cannot work and Bless.

	During our lifetime you will have people who will walk into your life, they’ll stay for a while, all seems good, but after a while they depart and they leave behind them bad experiences that becomes hard to deal with. You feel let down, your trust is broken - People can leave you with a broken heart and disappointment. Remember, these things happen not only to the sinner, they happen to Good people, to children of God! None of us are exempt from faults and failures – it’s just part of human nature. So many people in our world are hurting and confused and don’t understand but Jesus is saying – “don’t ever let your heart become hard!! If you will pray and hold to me I will Bless you. I will send my Word into your Heart and KEEP YOU!!  Through it all you can still bear fruit for me! Love me Child and Trust me!!”

Dear Reader - KEEP Loving God and Loving one another and go on. Don’t be discouraged and dismayed. Don’t let the enemy of your soul use anything to hinder you and deter you from doing God’s Will!
 
What are you saying to your children dear Jesus in this parable? Governments fail, people fail, flesh will fail and let you down – BUT GOD NEVER DOES – HE NEVER FAILS!! 
 
We must be careful in our dealings with people – they are watching us! Your life is the only Bible some people will ever read. If we fail, souls can be lost! God knows my heart – I don’t ever want to fail God, I don’t want my Heart to become Hard! I want to Love and forgive others and never hurt or offend them!! 

Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
 31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:
 32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

Pro. 4:23  Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. (What’s this scripture saying? It’s in your inner being, your Heart is where you live. The Love of God is the only thing that will Keep you in Peace!! Don’t ever let the outside forces trouble your soul and keep you in turmoil. You can dwell on bad things of the past that have happened until it eats away the Life of God in you and you’ll never be Happy and Victorious. You must let the past go, let bad experiences go, release the people who have hurt or offended you. The enemy will work on you through let downs when things have went wrong and turned out Bad. If you let it, it will discourage you and cause you to let up and say – what’s the use!! This is the beginning of Hardness – don’t let it happen!! PRAY – PRAY!! Why did Jesus say to pray for your enemies? It might not change them, but it delivers you, it softens the Ground of your Heart for the Lord to work in and Bless!!)

Mic 6:8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do Justly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
If we’re not careful we can do or say things that will Harden people that God is trying to reach and cause them to miss Heaven. It is sad to see Christians who do not see the eternal value of souls that Jesus is reaching for. If we don’t watch and pray, we become too loose and careless and end up offending people and cause them to not serve God.

Our Prayer ought to be: “Lord, please let me be True and Faithful to you and live Honest before others! Let my dealings be Just and Righteous before the eyes of all. Please don’t let me do anything in any way by my actions, words or deeds offend anyone.

God, I don’t want to do anything to keep people from coming to you!” I never want to be dishonest in money matters and not pay the debts I owe. I don’t want to live a lie or deal falsely that would cause the Gospel of Christ to never find its lodging in the hearts of sinners and backsliders. We must walk in wisdom toward them that are without – be a light to sinners that they will see Jesus and come to Him! We must endeavor to Keep our word, our promises and Commitments we make – people are watching us! The eyes of the world are on the Church and what they see out of us. Let’s be Faithful in serving our Lord and Master! May God Bless all my Readers!!








