YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO SLIP AND FALL


If you know anything about ICE – it’s cold – it’s hard, it’s slick and it is dangerous! As you know in the natural, we go through seasons. O how the time has now changed! We’ve passed through Summer and recently Fall and here we’ve now entered the Cold time of Winter! It’s the time when the ground is hard and frozen, snow and ice comes which makes traveling hazardous and walking across slick ice becomes treacherous, it’s hard to keep from falling!

A LESSON FROM THE ICE

      One morning God gave me a lesson from the Ice when I stepped out of my truck. I’ve had to use four-wheel drive for traction just to get out of my driveway. When I got to work one morning, it was dark when I pulled into a parking space. The big parking lot was very poorly lit with just a few lights here and there in the distance. There was not enough light available to see clearly. Most of the whole parking was nothing but a sheet of snow and Ice that had been packed by the coming and going of vehicles and the feet of others who had passed over it going to and from their jobs. When I got out of my truck that morning and took my first step, I had to look real close at the ground to place each foot to take a step! It was uneven because of the pot holes, the dips and ruts that tires had made. 
      For a whole week that particular winter,  my feet did not slip. Thank God I haven’t had any bad falls! I have learned to use prudence (wisdom). I look for the even places – the level ground between the ruts and holes. I carefully examine the ground and terrain in front of me before I put my foot down to take a step. I know that all the weight of my whole body, my head and organs rests upon my feet. I can’t afford to fall – I don’t want to be hurt – I don’t want to go down and be injured. It hurts too bad to fall and be broken. My health and prosperity depends upon me staying balanced on my feet. Another reason I don’t want to slip and fall – it is embarrassing when others see. A good friend of mine who is a preacher that I use to work with, He carries the scars today because he fell on the ice in the parking lot a few years ago. He’s got rods in his back. I have learned to look out  ahead of me in slippery times and look for patches of limestone gravel where some of the snow has melted. I feel secure and I know I’m safe if I can put my feet down on STONE!
Thank God my Feet will grip the Rock where there is no slipping! (Jesus and His Word is my safe and secure Stone in my Spiritual Walk! I’m safe when I’m walking in Him!!)

A COLD SLIPPERY TIME

      	I said all the above to say this: we surely are living in a dark uncertain time. The spiritual atmosphere is cold. It’s a perilous time of evil. Love for God is waxing cold! Children, the ground we walk on is filled with ruts of sin. Pot holes of lust and hate are all around us. The terrain you must pass over now days is treacherous unless you have Jesus the Light with you.  It’s a hard age filled with greed, ungodly entertainment and vice of every kind. The freezing winds of opposition are blowing. Satan has made the ground uneven. His aim and desire is to get you to fall. He wants you to slide out of your place. If he can get you to slip in this hour and get you off your feet, he will surely bring you down and destroy you. The devil will cause you to lose God’s blessing in your life. He’ll strip you of your health, your joy and Spiritual prosperity. 
      O God, let us take Heed to your Word! Your Word is sure. It is a Lamp unto our feet and a light for our path! It will anchor us. It will hold us up and not let us slide and fall. 

SINNER – YOU ARE GOING TO FALL

      O sinner and backslider, the prophet Jeremiah said your ways are slippery ways in the darkness and ye shall fall therein. The Psalmist David said in Psalms 73 – God has set the wicked, rich and famous who serve not the Lord in slippery places and they shall be cast to the ground. These slippery places are more deadly and dangerous than any snow or Ice. It’s an eternal fall – it’s a going down into Hell’s eternal pit, never to rise again. It’s the soul that has rejected and forsaken God and plunging down into destruction, lost forever. O thou cold indifferent heart, when you fall into that place – there’s no recovery – there’s no getting back on your feet!

YOU MUST SEE THE DANGER

      Listen, you must know your weakness, you must realize the danger. The Psalm writer David knew his frailty and weakness. In Psalms 38, he cries out to God – I am troubled, I am feeble, my strength is failing me. For in thee O Lord do I hope – Hear me lest my enemies rejoice over me. When my foot slippeth they magnify themselves against me. Lord, I am ready to halt (fall and go down). O God, make haste to help me. Psalms 17:5 – Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. (Lord, I cannot afford to slip now. Please don’t let me slide and fall. People are watching me, my family is observing, those that are under me take notice – I cannot afford to SLIP now!)
      You can’t tell me you don’t sometimes get tired! You get weary from the journey. Your way sometimes gets rough. Children, we are in a hard age – it’s cold, dark and slippery.  Many are falling from Grace and giving up, but we must go on. People are sliding in these shifting times. Hold on dear Brother and Sister – hold your ground. The stress and pressures of this world is great. And add to that the worldly lust for pleasure, the deceitfulness of sin and every kind of crafty design of the devil to get peoples’ attention and draw them away from God. We must exercise caution in our Christian walk. David said – “When I said my foot slippeth, thy mercy O Lord held me up!” God will  keep and preserve you in these unstable times. His mercy will hold you up and not let you fall!

LORD – PUT US ON SOLID GROUND

      Psalms 18:36 – Thou hast enlarged my steps under me that my feet did not slip. 31:8 – Thou hast set my feet in a large room. (Lord, you’ve made my ground level. I’m on solid ground – I’m stable and unmovable. I am secure. You have given me maneuverability. Thank God I can get around the dangerous places without slipping and falling. By your Grace, I can go safely through this world knowing you are with me to uphold and sustain!)

GIVING THE MORE EARNEST HEED

     For our Scripture reading, let’s look closely to Apostle Pauls warning to the Hebrews. Hebrews 2:1 – Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. Children, did you know – this is much more serious than most people realize? Let’s do a word study. Notice the words – we ought. What are you saying to us sweet Holy Ghost in the Word Ought?  This is a strong Greek verb meaning – we Must – above everything else – more than anything in your life – your very spiritual survival is at stake in this final hour and God said – we Must give the more Earnest Heed to the Word of God which we have heard preached. This word Earnest means – intensely serious state of mind; sober, solemn, striving to stay focused. Now look at the word Heed. It means to carefully pay attention to, to give Gods Word of exhortation and warning serious consideration – give it your undivided attention. Notice the last word Slip! Lest at any time we should let them Slip. Here’s where I want us to focus our attention. Look at it’s meaning – Slip is an act, a statement or belief that departs from what is held to be right and acceptable. It means to decline gradually from a standard, to slide or fall. It’s a downward movement. It means to slide out of place or away from a support or ones grasp.
      The Bible goes on to read: Vs. 2 – For if the Word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; Vs. 3 – How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him. 
      We are surely living in a time when people are neglecting to hear and obey God’s Holy Word. They do not take it serious like they once did. They don’t take its warning and are getting in trouble. My Mother had told me that my cousin was on his roof when his feet slipped and he fell to the concrete below and shattered his hip and leg and bruised his face. How many people have been on ladders climbing to a high place and slipped? Many have fallen to their deaths or are permanently scarred and handicapped. Many sit in wheelchairs today because of a fall. They will tell you - I just wasn’t paying attention! What I did was foolish and now I am confined to a chair. If I just had it to do over I would take heed and pay attention to what I was doing but now it’s too late and I’m living with the consequences!

MY  NON- SLIP  LIST

      I made a list of the things I don’t want to Slip from. My earnest prayer is: Lord, please don’t let me Slip in my desire for You and Spiritual things! I don’t want to lose your touch. I can’t live, and I do not even want to live one day without your presence and anointing!! Don’t let me Slip from my commitment to reading and studying your precious Holy Word. For it is your Word that guides me in these dark evil days. It is my Anchor that holds me stedfast and secure in shaky times. It is my Life, my peace and consolation. Its promises are true. Its covenant is sure.  Don’t let me Slip dear Jesus in my Love for you and the Father. This is the hour that we must hold fast to what God has given us and shown us. Don’t lose your connection. We must stay close to God in prayer and communion. Prayer is your souls life blood. It is your lifeline to Heaven. Whatever you do, you must seek the face of God – for it is your strength! Prayer builds confidence and hope that will keep you from slipping and falling! 

DON’T LOSE YOUR VISION OF GOD’S HOLINESS

      Come on dear Children, don’t lose your vision, don’t ever lose or leave your first love, don’t drift away in this modern age of compromise, don’t let the waves of popular opinion and this world’s humanistic views pull you away from God’s Righteousness! Don’t let a modern day worldly church that’s caught up in pleasure and lustful desires persuade you that you must accept people’s sinful lifestyles that God hates. Our government and schools are teaching tolerance and that everyone must embrace and accept the homosexual agenda, which God calls sodomy, but God said – it is an abomination to me. It is against nature.  Our Holy loving God in the beginning made them male and female (man and woman) to be husband and wife. The Lords true children will hate what God hates and they will love what He loves.  Our culture is changing – they preach acceptance, that everything is alright but God said – the only way I will accept you, you must repent and turn from your sins and ungodly ways!

THERE’S A CHANGE WHEN GOD COMES IN

The Lord does not save people in their sins and leave them in the same condition – He saves them from their sins. He delivers them out! He makes them morally and Spiritually clean. Thank God I know the power of conversion! Good old Holy Ghost conviction will show you that you are lost without God and going to a devils Hell. You will see yourself corrupted by sin and worldly lusts. Thank God He will show you your need of a Saviour and point you to Jesus that shed His Blood on the cross to forgive and cleanse you and make you worthy of Heaven. I don’t care who you are, how low you have sunk, how defiled you may be – God can change you, cleanse you, transform you and put His Divine love and Holiness in your heart! He will bring you out of the hog pen, slop and mire of sin – wash you, Sanctify you from this world and put His Righteousness inside your spiritual heart. When you repent and let Jesus in, sin and the devil goes out! THERE IS A CHANGE in your life. You will not go to the ungodly places anymore. Your taste for the worlds evil pleasures and entertainment will be gone! You won’t keep company with the fornicators adulterers of this world. You will not watch and listen to entertainment on your cell phone and computers filling your mind with the unholy lifestyles of this sex and lust filled generation!
       Your desire for music will change. You will not want to listen to Country and Rock music that’s filled with wine, alcohol and drugs!! The unholy lyrics glamorizes adultery, sex, hate, violence and rebellion. Anything that is not wholesome, pure and clean will not appeal to you! Your Spiritual taste will change. You will desire Divine anointed Heavenly music of Praise to a loving God. You will want to worship your Lord and Saviour in the Beauty of Holiness. You will shun what is unclean! Thank God, you will sing a new song of Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. When you meet Jesus Christ, you will not be the same person. Your speech will be different and so will your actions and dress. You will walk and look different from this world because Jesus lives in your heart and His Righteousness is inside. You will not walk according to the vulgar styles and fashions of this world. You will not want to reveal your flesh in a way that will cause others to lust after you to commit a sexual act. You will cover your nakedness and dress modestly. The world calls it sex appeal, but God calls it fleshly lustful sin. This is a sacred and Holy way and we must portray our Lord Jesus Christ to this world and show them what Righteous living is. 
Come on dear reader, the Bible – God’s Holy Word is true. He gave us a set of laws that if we observe and do them, it will make a better world to live in. It will save, strengthen and preserve families! The moral fabric of our nation that once held it together is deteriorating. The humanists, atheists, evolutionists, the LGBTQ and transgender crowd that is now backed and enforced by our ungodly lawmakers in government have all but removed God and His Divine laws from our society and it has let in every evil spirit and vice! It’s opened the door of the dark nether world of Satan’s kingdom and ushered in the forces of darkness that is taking our nation down to the pit of corruption. Nothing is sacred anymore. We now live in a Cancel Culture, they call it a Woke generation where right is wrong and wrong is right, good is evil and evil is good: GOD HELP US!!  Welcome to Sodom and Gomorrah! Welcome to the days of Lot and Noah now being lived all over again in our society! Jesus is Coming, can’t you see it? People’s restraint to sin is gone and they are becoming vulnerable and giving in to Satan who is the enemy of God. Jesus warned us – the devil is a thief. He comes to steal, kill and destroy. The only way our nation can survive, is to get back to living by God’s Holy Book – the Bible. We must get back to our Godly foundation of Righteousness this nation was founded upon. I want to ask you – have you Slipped? Have you slipped upon the Cold slick ground of Compromise with friends and family and accept their unholy lifestyles? Have we closed our mouth and shut our eyes to what is sin? We must get back to God! It is the only sure thing that will keep us from sliding into eternity lost without God and destroyed by sin! You cannot afford to SLIP!! If you fall from this Holy Way, you’ll go down to Hell!! 

THE SALT TRUCK AND MINISTERS
       Thank God for the Salt trucks in the winter time that keeps the roads salted. I have two big hills to cross over to get to hospitals, doctor’s, stores and places of business. It’s a blessing to know that the State Road sends out the loaded trucks filled with Salt to prepare the roads for the travelers in snowy winters. Early in the morning before I ever leave home, they’re out making the roads safe in freezing rain, snow and ice! How many lives have been saved because the roads were prepared – the slick places were taken care of because someone spread the Salt! A man that I once worked with told me one Winter how he and his wife were out miles away from home visiting friends when the temperature dropped and it snowed. He said the roads were covered and became very slick and hazardous. There was one large hill to go up and cross to get home and it was dark. He said he tried several times taking a run a go to get up the hill but would spin out and have to slowly back down to the bottom. He said his wife was hollering and crying – you can’t make it, you’re going to get us killed - we’re not going to make it home. Looks like we’re going to have to turn and go back. He said about that time a Salt truck with chains and lights on passed them at the bottom of the steep hill and was spreading Salt on the way up. He said the driver made it about three fourths of the way up and the truck ran out of Salt, turned back and left! 
       Children, there is a lesson in this. I look at it that the Drivers of the Salt trucks are the Ministers and Preachers that go before us and prepares the way in these cold and hard times to make it safe for us pilgrims and travelers. They preach the message of the Savour and the Gospel takes care of Sins slippery places in people’s lives. Dear reader, God has made each of us Christians and Ministers a salt dispenser and the Savour we carry and spread is the precious Word of God. The man on my job was a sinner when he told me – “It is bad when the Salt truck runs out of Salt!” He said – I barely made it home that night! He said – I took a chance. I backed all the way back down the hill and I tried it one more time and gave it all I had! My wife was scared and crying, saying – we’ll go off the side of the hill – we’re not going to make it, we’re going to wreck!! He told me that he barely made it to the top of the hill and over the Cold and Slick icy spot that was unsalted and they finally made it safely home! Dear readers, let’s not be like the salt truck! If we ever needed to Pray and have Savour for ourselves, for our precious Loved Ones and others, it us surely now! Jesus said to have Salt in yourselves and don’t ever lose it. Others are depending on you and if you fail, they may be lost and end up in Hell!!
       It’s sad when I look around me and see our world in such a mess. Homes are split up, marriages have dissolved and children scattered all because there’s no Salt! It’s almost gone. God’s Love, His grace and Power is the Savour we need today to help cure our sin sick society and bring people back together into the presence of God! Won’t you agree with me that we need a daily supply of Gods Holy Salt to preserve, keep and prepare the way in this cold slippery time?
A PRAYER IN CLOSING
       O my Father and dear Lord Jesus, would you help me! Would you touch me all over again! I feel that I need more Salt. I don’t want to get hardened and Cold! Many trials have come my way. I’ve labored and toiled and shed many tears. Sometimes I feel like the Salt has just about been depleted. Would you come and restore me, refill me all over again! O Lord, don’t let me lose my Savour. Help me keep the Love of God in my heart. I’ve got to endure. I’ve got to make it. I need your strength and Grace. Pour out the Salt on your Church once again. Replenish what the enemy and the problems and trials have taken from her. We need that Holy Savour back. There’s no hope for the sinner without it. Our loved ones are depending on us and we must have something to give them. Those on our jobs we work with, precious souls on the street we come in contact with are needing Gods love and Grace. Please restore our influence and inspiration. My hearts cry is:  POUR IT OUT LORD, POUR IT OUT!  Restore our SAVOUR so that we can melt the Way for others!!

