THE LORD IS THY PRAISE – HE IS THY LIFE
COMMIT THY WAY TO HIM


Deut. 10:12 ¶ And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to Fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,
 13 To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good? 20 Thou shalt Fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou Cleave. 21 He is thy PRAISE, and he is thy God.

Deut. 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:
 20 That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest Cleave unto him: for He is thy Life, and the length of thy days. 

	What is God saying to us in these Scriptures? You can Bless yourself in the Lord - You can build yourself up in God – You can Increase your Joy and Happiness! 
Isa 29:19 The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

Isa 61:10 ¶ I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of Salvation! That’s enough to Praise Him through all eternity! 
But on the other hand – You can tear yourself down, you can sink yourself to the very bottom,  bring a curse on your life and shorten your days here! God is Calling to you – He’s got to be your All and All, your Number One, your everything, your Aim and main Goal in life!! 
We must walk in His Law, Love Him, Cleave to Him and Obey His Word – For HE IS THY LIFE!! Praise His Holy Name!! 

	What does the Scripture mean – “He is thy PRAISE?” It means He is your Joy – He is your Gladness and He is your Happy Song! Dear reader, can you say with me – “Lord Jesus, You are my Life, without you I would be dying, I would not be here, I’d be dead and gone! The reason I’m here is because you loved me, you showed me Mercy and You gave me Life!  

I am what I am, and I am where I am because of your unfailing Grace!! O God, You have watched over me, and surely Kept me from dying Lost and slipping into Hell! You Called me with a Holy Calling and I answered your Call. You brought me out of this world of Sin and showed me the Path of Life and I have held on! I have CLEAVED (Held tightly on) to You Lord Jesus, I’m holding on with all my might, for I know that Heaven is my Home that’s waiting! 

	Can you pause and say: I know Him, I have Him – He’s my Lord and Saviour – He’s my Hope, He’s my Help, He’s my KEEPER, He’s my Support and Guide! He’s my Way through, my Way out and my Way over! He’s my Encourager, my Comforter and Sustainer! Who else could I go to? He alone understands me when no one else does! He knows when I’m troubled, He knows when I hurt, He knows when I’m confused. He understands my thoughts, my worries and fears. Yes He Loves me and I KNOW HE CARES!! 
When you feel like you’re at the bottom and went as far as you can go – LOOK UP! 
Isa 41:10 ¶ Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.
	Many people right now are saying – “How can I have peace and joy in my soul? This world is full of problems, evil and trouble! There are so many burdens, fears, worries, frustrations! There’s battles and struggles – How can I have God’s good sweet Spirit and Victory in my life?” 
	The key to it all is KEEPING our minds stayed on the Lord. Isa 26:3 - Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

YOU MUST WORK ON
YOUR SALVATION

    There is work that we must do daily!
Philp. 2:12 ¶ Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my Absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
	Let’s look very close here at what the Holy Ghost is saying through the apostle Paul to the Christians in the Philippian Church! 
(In other words – “If you’re not careful to stay focused on God, there’s a chance you can miss it and lose out!”
You must work on your Salvation daily with fear and trembling! Paul was saying – “You all always obey when I’m around, when I come through for Revival. When I’m with you to inspire and stir you up, you get in and get excited because the Holy Ghost is moving, touching and blessing in the midst while I am present with you!!” But Paul is saying – “NOW MUCH MORE, in my absence when I’m away from you and you go back to your homes and jobs – You must work on your Spiritual life with a dedicated prayer life and reading God’s Word!! Work out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling.” Dear reader, it matters what you do in your daily routines when you’re away from the House of the Lord. Yes, you can get in the service - sing, shout, raise your hands in praise along with the others, BUT what do you do daily when you’re at home or away? What does your daily affairs consist of? How are you occupying your time and feeding your mind?

BEWARE OF THE SPIRIT OF THIS AGE

	Look around you at what you are seeing and hearing, it’s enough to depress anybody! We now live in a world of madness! There’s such restlessness in our society. People are so connected to this world in a hundred different ways – Connected to social media, filling their minds constantly with games and worldly entertainments, and as a result they have no peace, no joy or victory in their souls – the Spirit of God and His presence is nowhere around until they go back to Church!! THIS IS NOT ENOUGH!! 
	It’s no wonder people walk around dead in their souls, no wonder there is no peace of mind and true joy of life, no wonder there’s such fragmentation in homes and families – it’s no wonder there’s so much mental and spiritual breakdowns in our society and troubled world!!  AND this spirit is creeping into the churches and affecting God’s people!! There is an overwhelming spirit of depression like a dark cloud hovering over people – It’s the spirit of this pressurized ungodly and evil age that is pressing down on society and the Bible said it WILL get worse and worse until Jesus comes to take us, His Children out of here. I’m longing for my eternal Heavenly Home!! 
	God is CALLING, can you hear Him? He doesn’t want you troubled, filled with anxiety and falling apart. He wants you to be Strong in Spirit and have Joy and Victory in Him! But you’re going to have to work on it – God is Calling you to Commitment!! 

THE DANGER OF IDLENESS
GOD’S CRY TO COMMIT

Pro. 19:15 ¶ Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.
	This is not talking about a natural hunger, the Holy Ghost is saying to us – “If you do not stay busy occupying yourself in the Lord, your soul will suffer hunger!” You will starve Spiritually, get weak and lose that inward strength. After a while of neglecting your soul by praying and seeking God, you’ll get to the place you won’t feel like doing anything, nothing will interest you, your Zeal for the Lord will die away, eventually your mind and body will decay and wither away because your Heart inside has been neglected! 
This Preacher can tell you – there are many people right now who claim to be a Christian – yes they come to Church, they go through the motions, but there’s no Spiritual life - their hearts are far from God – They are empty and dead in their souls!! 

Ecc.10:18 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.
	Children, this goes much deeper than a physical house of wood, brick or stone! You are a spirit being with a soul living in an earthly body. The Holy Ghost in this scripture compares us to a house, and that if we do not address the issues and needs of this house, we will gradually weaken and decay over time – We will break down and fall through. Can you say – “O God, I do not want to decline Spiritually and die in my soul – I don’t want break down and fall through?” God is bigger than that! 
	The Lord is warning us – “You cannot remain Idle and stay strong Spiritually!” The elements of this world will take you over unless you continually Work on your Soul’s Salvation! Your Heart must be Committed to God, your Spiritual life must be addressed, it must be nourished and fed in the Word of God and Prayer!
	You might say – “God only knows the battles and struggles I have and the low place I’m in! I’m weak and I need strength – I want to rise up and be renewed! Listen, it might take many years, but after a while, the force of hard winds can wear away the face of a mountain. Constant blowing sands can chisel away granite. After months and years the continual dripping of water will eventually wear holes in concrete! God knows our makeup, He knows we are human and He is CALLING us to return, restore and Commit! 

LOOK AT THE MIGHTY STATUE OF LIBERTY

       Built in the 1880’s this gigantic statue of a woman sits on Liberty Island in New York Harbor. The Statue of Liberty is the symbol of America’s freedom. She stands so erect, strong and tall - 305 feet and 1 inch to the top of the flaming torch she holds in her hand! She’s the size of a 22 story building and weighing 225 tons. She was placed on a pedestal that was inscribed with the words: “Here at our sea washed sunset gates shall stand a mighty woman with a torch and flame. From her beacon hand glows worldwide welcome – with silent lips – give me your tired, your poor, yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore – send these, the homeless, tempest tossed to me, and I will lift my lamp beside the golden door!” When first built, Lady Liberty was the very image of America’s strength and power - a Hope to the weary and needy. After being completed, she stood there for decades. Through the last of the 1800’s she stood strong – she stood through the early 1900’s – through the mid to latter 1900’s - but something was happening that no one could see!

A WOMAN IN TROUBLE

      Maintenance crews were sent inside the great Lady Liberty to inspect her. Though it couldn’t be detected or noticed outside, inside this mighty woman, they discovered the beams that held her together were rusting away and the rivets were coming apart. They had to go inside to renovate and strengthen her with new beams, new welds and rivets so she wouldn’t fall. (O God, can you see something in this?! Our once mighty nation is in trouble and so are the vast number of people who have now forgotten and forsaken God.) In the early 1980’s I (Tommy Romans) personally got a letter of solicitation in the mail wanting me and millions of others across our great nation to donate money to have her repaired and strengthened. Had they not fixed her inside, she would have crumbled and fell in a hard opposing wind. They got to her just in time and saved this magnificent image of freedom from weakening and collapsing. 

IT'S TIME FOR A REVIVING
RENEWING AND RESTORING

Ps. 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
 5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
 6 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.
 7 ¶ Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him:

DELIGHT means to take great Joy and pleasure in – Jesus has got to be your all and all, your FIRST LOVE, your number One in life!! When you come to the Place you can say – He’s my Everything – He’s my Joy, my Peace - He’s my Hope and reason for living, He’s the Satisfaction in my soul!! He’s my Excitement in this ole world! His Spirit feeds me, it leads me, it thrills me, I seek no other pleasure – all my springs are in Him, He’s my Fountain of Life, He’s my bread when I’m hungry, He’s the water to my thirsty soul. Jesus told the poor lonely adulterous woman at Jacob’s  Well when she came to draw water – “Woman, if you only drink the water from this earthly natural well, it'll never satisfy the craving of your heart - you’ll just keep on thirsting again and again - BUT I have Water to give you and if you drink of it, it’ll be a Well of Living Water springing up inside your soul to Everlasting life!!”

COMMITMENT – What does it mean?  It is making up your mind by pledging yourself to do something that you know is needed and carrying it into action! You’re hungry and you have a desire down deep in your heart for more of God, more of His Blessings! It is Dedicating and Devoting yourself to the Lord in Prayer, Fasting, Reading His Word, reaching for His Spirit  and Obeying Him!! It’s a hunger to be Filled with the Holy Ghost!
This is where the modern day church is failing, she has no true Victory, no real praise or heart felt Song! There’s no spiritual life, true Worship, and no power in the midst to stir and motivate!  Yes we’re living in critical times of evil, you can feel the heavy paw of Satan over the human race, but there’s still Victory in our Lord Jesus Christ, there’s still Power in His Blood! There’s everlasting Joy in God’s Presence! Thank God I’ve been to the Cross for cleansing and forgiveness, I’ve been to the Altar and Sanctified – Praise God, the Tomb is Empty - Jesus is alive –He lives in my Heart!  
Children, we need to Commit and Recommit to Prayer and the Word of God! Lord Jesus, let our Bible come alive to us again! Draw us O God, put a Hunger in our hearts and Bring us into Close Communion with you so we can be filled with the life giving power of your Spirit, for the Trumpet shall soon sound and we the Church will be GONE!!  HALLELUJAH!! 

