COME ON CHILDREN OF GOD
WE MUST FINISH !



In this Newsletter, I want to deal with ONE 6 Letter word – F I N I S H:
Every one of us have something to do for the Lord, we were never called to be Idle! We’re each called to be a Light, Jesus said we are the Salt of the earth, a Holy Influence to those around us. We are to be His Witnesses! Precious soul, if you’re Saved and you Love the Lord, within you lies a Testimony to be given!! Others of us are given special gifts and talents, a special work as ministers – used by the Holy Ghost to minister to others! We all will be judged one day of our work whether we were Faithful to God, used what He gave us and did what He called us to do!! Woe to Souls who once had a desire, worked for God but now have left the field of God’s work and are occupied with other things! Speaking for myself – God is not done with me, I must fulfill the Call in my life till the day He calls me Home! I don’t want to leave behind an UNFINISHED TASK! I must Finish and complete my Work!! There is NO OTHER Joy and Fulfillment in your Soul than being busy in the Will of God! There is true Peace being in the Yoke of Jesus!

LOOK AT THE WORD – FINISH

The Greek word for Finish is - Tel-i-o’-o which means to follow through, to accomplish and complete a work. To bring to an end a work and task that you started – to complete and fulfill your Call, and the work that God gave you and put in your life to do. O God Help each and every one of us!! Can I tell you – to do anything for the Lord, it’s going to Cost you!  It’s going to take guts and grit, a made-up mind, an inward desire – If you don’t read your Bible every day, seek God and His presence with a good prayer life and stay focused on the Lord in this noisy pressing hour, you’ll lose heart, you’ll sink back, stop working and building for the Lord!!  

We live in a time when people are so quick to lose interest in seeking God to make their lives better and good. For a while the desire and zeal is there - they put their heart in it for a time but when they run into Resistance and pressure from the enemy, they get discouraged and lose their interest and inward drive. O how easy Spiritual things lose their thrill now days! The desire fades away that people once had. O God, the things of the Lord that use to be so important to us, we now get tired and weary with it and lay it aside! Our Spiritual life and work God has called us to becomes UNFINISHED! We move on to something else that occupies our attention and we become empty in our souls!

LISTEN TO JESUS TELL ABOUT TWO MEN
WHO DID NOT COUNT THE COST – THEY FAILED TO GO ALL THE WAY

Lu 14:28 – Jesus here speaking, said - For which of you, intending to build a Tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?
 29 Lest haply, (perhaps) after he hath laid the Foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,  30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

(What is a tower? Back in Bible times, they would build big thick high stone walls around their towns and their orchards to be Safe and keep their enemies out. On top of that Wall they would build a Tower, it was a lookout post where the watchman would stand guard and watch for an enemy approaching and he would sound an alarm for the soldiers to take up their weapons! Can I pause right here and say – You must get beyond the Foundation, you have to go higher in this trying hour!! God wants a Wall up all around you! He will not build it without you doing your part! He’s calling you to build dear brother and sister, and keep building if you want to remain Saved and safe!! Your spiritual house is very important. The Lord desires for you to be strong and complete in Him, safe from the enemy – separate from this enchanting, deceitful world!! But you’ve gotta build. I promise you, if you Build God will Build, if you will work, God will work!! He’ll help you and you can have Victory!! This great Salvation is worth laboring for!!

Children, can I tell us – we are in a Warfare!! Every morning we wake up, we must put our armour on and be ready to fight. We will battle our carnal nature!! The devil will come against your mind, he’ll tell you that you’re too weak, you’re not important, look at you – you can’t conquer yourself and get victory over the flesh, you’re not getting anywhere, you’re not doing any good, you’re just spinning your wheels and not accomplishing anything for God! He’ll try to get you discouraged, disheartened by showing you all the negative - things aren’t getting any better, too much is wrong, you’re not being blessed – This is the voice of the Devil (your enemy) and by this he’ll take away your Joy and Zeal in serving the Lord, cause you to lose heart and your spiritual vision!! The devil right now is holding many people back from building and going forward!! 

Listen close: People are watching us! We are being observed by family and friends! Our Attitude will shine or it’ll darken the path of others! You are an influence to those around you either in a positive or negative way! I know we all have our burdens and battles, BUT If I continually come to the House of God downcast with no desire, depressed and not excited to Love, Worship and Praise God with a Glad Thankful heart, It WILL affect others and they won’t get in to Praise and worship the Lord!!  There’ll be Deadness in the Church – there’ll be no Anointing in the service - God’s Work will cease and Satan will win – We’ll go home without help and the touch of God!! Can you say – Dear Jesus - I want Life, I want that abundant life in the Holy Ghost? WE MUST HAVE THE PRESENCE OF THE LIVING GOD - the Holy Ghost IN OUR MIDST!!

        Notice close: Something caused that man in the verse we read above to never get beyond his Foundation. Yes He started good, Yes he had a desire, Believe me, Digging a foundation is not easy - he labored and he sweated! With pick and shovel he dug and laid the foundation - it was looking promising and good, but something happened!! He didn’t count the Cost what it would take to keep working every day! The work stopped, his house and the Tower was never completed! What happened to you sir? Did you lose your desire and  vision of what you wanted to build when you started in the beginning? O what potential this man had, but now the land lies idle – What a Shame and an embarrassment to all the people around him! Pro. 19:15  Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger.

Ecc. 10:18 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.

I’m speaking to many people right now – You’ve got potential but you gotta Work to Build – If you give and do your part – God will Build and Bless!!

	You might say - Bro. Tommy, did people in the Bible ever become dismayed and have trouble progressing forward in their work for the Lord? YES!! Tell us apostle Paul:
Heb 6:1 ¶ Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the Foundation of (repentance) from dead works, and of faith toward God!    (What’s the Holy Ghost saying to us? Many people never get beyond the elementary stage in their Salvation!! They are constantly repenting for their failures, for letting up in their desire and efforts to go deeper in God and do a Work He’s called them to do!! It’s sad but many people with potential never get beyond the kindergarten or first grade spiritually speaking. They won’t keep going to the next level and mature in the Spiritual things of the Lord – They’re weak, have no knowledge, no power in serving the Lord!! They never get beyond the repenting stage – I’m sorry O God!! I’m sorry that I don’t read my Bible –  I don’t take time to seek you, to Fast and Pray – I’m sorry for my lack of desire, my let ups and failures, I don’t Witness like I should, forgive me for not being obedient to your Word and doing what I know in my heart you want me to do!!) It’s sad and detrimental when a Vision dies at the Foundation and never rises any higher to complete the House!!

A KING WHO COMPROMISED
Look now - Jesus goes on to say in Luke 14 and Vs. 31 Or what King, going to make war against another king, (I want you to know – That God who is in you is greater and stronger than the Devil and this lust filled evil world!) What king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 
 32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, (an ambassador) and desireth conditions of peace.

 (The Enemy of your soul will tell you that you’re outnumbered, there’s too much against you, too many problems and spirits and you’ll never overcome, there’ll never be Victory!! You might as well give in and Compromise! I hear the voice of the enemy saying to a lot of people - you were doing good till you came up to this point in your life, you can’t go any farther, you just can’t go against the grain, you’re afraid of what family, husband or wife will say – it’s too strict, others won’t like it – you won’t be accepted - just compromise and give in - Surrender!!) 

Can you say with me today, I am not compromising with the devil, I’m not compromising what God has shown me and given me!! I’m not losing my vision, I’m gonna keep on working and fighting and building the work that He gave me and called me to do!! Listen children; We are not in this thing just for ourself, but we’re in it for our brothers and sisters and one another!! We’re in it for our children, Praise God, we’re in it for our family, friends and our dear loved ones!! It has come to the time and point in our life that We either build or we’ll lose, we’ll stand and fight or we’ll go down and die!! If we Build, God will Build; If we work  – God will work; But if we quit and give up, God will Quit and walk off!! 

Like that Holy Ghost anointed song says: “I’m building up this wall and I won’t come down – I’m building up this wall and I won’t come down!!” That’s what Nehemiah told his enemies – Sanballat and Tobiah when they tried to get him to come down from the work and reason with them, he answered and said - I’m doing a GOOD WORK, why should the work of God cease? I’m not coming down to you!!

God knows how our human nature is. Because of the battle in our minds, being unsettled, and pulled in every direction - we struggle, we can’t stay committed and focused - we get drawn away into other things and lose our affection for the Lord! After a while, we lose the touch of God and fall away. The good and beautiful things of the Lord that we once held dear and felt were good and important have faded from view and we’re incomplete. Can I tell us – Don’t ever let serving the Lord become dull and boring to you!! It’s no time to get discouraged. Paul wrote to the Christians in the Church at Galatia - Gal. 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (Our Blessing will Come if we’ll hold on!! A fainting Faith will never receive the promise!)

 To the saints in the Church at Thessalonica, he wrote: 2Th 3:13 But ye, brethren, (and that goes for sisters too) be not weary in well doing. (Don’t let the Devil tell you, you’re not doing any good – Yes you are if you’re seeking to please the Lord!! I guarantee you – Dear Brother & Sister, Your little bit Counts, it goes a long way in the lives of others!! You’re more Important to God and His Kingdom than you think, if you’ll believe and keep going!!)
To the saints of God in the Church at Corinth, Paul wrote: 1Co 15:58 ¶ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

 (Come on, tell the Devil and the Spirits of doubt today that are trying to hinder and discourage – Satan, My Prayers and my Praise, my Worship and my Songs, my Testimony and my Work for the Lord is not in vain – I’m gonna keep singing, I’m gonna keep on playing and I’m gonna keep on working for the Lord!! I have made up my mind - I WILL KEEP GOING AND BUILDING -  I will Finish what God gave me and called me to do!!)

CHILDREN WE ARE IN A RACE

	Did you know that we’re in the Race of our Life and our time is running out? We must Keep Running till we reach the Finish Line!! It’s time to get busy for the Lord and not hold back!! To the Christians at Corinth Paul wrote 1Cor. 9:24 ¶ Know ye not that they which Run in a Race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So Run, that ye may obtain.  25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate (he has self control) in all things. Now they (the world and sinners) do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26 I therefore so Run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:  (I make every punch count) 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway (disqualified). (What are you saying to us Paul through the Holy Ghost? You must FINISH what you started!!! You cannot quit, drop out and WIN!! You must get your Mind and Body under subjection to go all the way!!)

	You might say to me – Bro. Tommy, I’m having a hard time – What can I do? 
Heb 12:1 ¶ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (That word BESET means the things that are all around you that are at an eye’s glance that you see, the things that you listen to and hear, all the things that encircle you, that is in range for your hands to touch!!) Serving God is Serious if we want to make it to Heaven! You’ll have to deny yourself a lot of things to have Victory and Joy in  the Lord!!) How can I make it preacher? - 
 2 Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be Wearied and Faint in your minds. (Don’t let others tempt you with this world, don’t let people or anything hinder you, stand in your way and hold you back from fully serving God! Give it to the Lord and KEEP GOING!!)

PAULS IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO A BROTHER ARCHIPPUS IN THE CHURCH

	Go tell Archippus! Paul wrote a letter to the Colossian Church. It was the custom in that day when Paul would write letters to the Churches, when the Pastor and Bishop of that Church received it, he  would stand up in front of the congregation and read the letter out loud to all the saints in the congregation! I can see as the Elder, the Bishop of the Church stood at the podium and read. When he came to the point in the letter, he pointed back to Archippus -  Col. 4:7 – And say to Archippus – “Take heed to the Ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it!” Complete your ministry that God gave you Archippus – you must Finish it! Could Paul feel in his Spirit that this man was battling and was weary? Was he getting discouraged and beginning to slack up? Can I say here in this Newsletter – there’s not a one of us who doesn’t get discouraged along the way. We get battle weary and tired and sometimes feel our work is vain. But God is saying to every one of us as we eagerly await Jesus’ soon return – KEEP LABORING – KEEP BUILDING - FULFILL my Call!! You’re not done yet – You must FINISH YOUR WORK!!

The Word FINISH in all its forms is recorded 54 times in Scripture. Yes it’s very Important – It’s a matter of Success or Failure; and in the end – Life or Death! 
	The Lord Jesus knows my heart that I want to FINISH, I want to stand before Him on that Day Complete and hear Him say - “Well Done my Good and Faithful servant!” Is that your desire?

WHEN YOU COME TO THE END OF YOUR LIFE
WHAT WILL YOUR TESTIMONY BE?

Apostle Paul gets arrested while in Jerusalem and put in a dark Roman prison cell. He is waiting his execution. He writes a stirring emotional letter to Timothy, his son in the faith. 2Ti 4:6 - For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  7 – I have fought a good fight, I have Finished my Course, I have kept the faith:  8 - Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (I believe when this blessed man penned these words, he was looking back on his life and saying – I’m glad I didn’t quit but I kept on going – Yes I battled and I’ve suffered but I gave it my ALL! I wasn’t disobedient to the Heavenly Vision that I received almost 30 years earlier! I have no regrets!!)  Will we be able to say - “Lord, I did what I could, I did my best! I never quit my work you gave me to do – I obeyed the Call of God, I never laid it down and walked off from it and I have no regrets.”

LOOK AT OUR LORD JESUS

John 17:1,4  ¶ These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: V4 - I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
	As our Blessed Saviour hung dying on the Cross, His Precious cleansing, Redeeming Blood came flowing down for you and me! He Cried – “It is FINISHED!” Bless His Holy Name – He went ALL THE WAY – Salvation is Complete!!

Does the Call of God and our experience still ring true today?  Could we utter these words to God and say – Lord, I gave it my best – God, I know I’ve had my 
ups and downs, I’ve had my battles and afflictions but I never quit! I’ve come through seasons where I had my slow times but there was something deep inside that would not die, it kept me going! The Call you gave me and the sweet Holy Ghost kept stirring my heart to hold on, be earnest and fulfill your Call. As we near the end, can we say - I have Finished my work you gave me to do, I fulfilled your Call even in the little things. Father, I endeavored to not leave anything undone, I went all the way to Complete my ministry.

	Children, when you rise up and keep going, your refusal to give up will shine a light for others and they will take heart! One man tells about while he was  traveling, he saw a building project off to the side of the highway that was left incomplete. Metal framework reached into the sky, rusted and decayed, standing still for what looked like 40 years or more. Someone once had a Vision. They laid the Foundation, erected the beams……and then Stopped. Whatever the reason – Loss of Hope – Fear of Failure – Weary with the Work – a decaying Vision, investing time and money somewhere else, the project never moved forward beyond the start. Now it stands as a monument to what happens when good intentions never reach their potential and fulfillment.

	Quitting is not an option in this Hour! You might be weary in the battle, but Keep your Armour on and keep on Fighting. You may have stumbled and fallen, but get back in the Race, Return to the Wall with your tools in hand – Keep Building and complete your  Work God has given and you will be Rewarded!!
May God Bless each of you My Readers!!


