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We all know that keeping track of time is very important to us in life. It is amazing just how fast that time is anymore. It doesn’t seem no time when I was a lad at home. I recall my school days when I graduated, my first job and my very first car. It doesn’t seem but just a few years ago when I stood before the preacher and said I do in marriage to my wonderful wife. I look back and wonder where those soon to be 36 years have gone. I turned 61 in February. My gray hair, slowed pace and stiff body lets me know that I have aged and my time is passing by. I am one, just a little speck among 7 billion people that are living in our world today. There are millions much younger and many who are older. We all have an allotted time here and soon we will be gone. O the brevity of life! The Psalmist David knew this and said, “My times are in thy hand. Lord, remember how short my time is.”
	I suppose that every home has a calendar in it. We have 3 calendars hanging on the walls in our home, not including the cell phones and the place of business where I work. Calendars are very important to us to remember and to plan by. On our calendars each day of the month is numbered and has an empty square where we can log important dates, write down our appointments and schedules so we will remember them. We look into the future and plan our vacations, social gatherings, reunions and parties and we mark them and wait for their arrival. 

TIME LEAVES IT’S MARK

Not only do we look to the future, but we can leaf through the calendar and call to memory specific dates and times of events in the past. We can trace where we’ve been and the things we’ve done. Yes time is important, it has left its mark on us all. I can leaf back to February and show you where I was born into this world and entered the pages of history. I can turn over to July and point to the little square that says the 28th and tell you, that is when I got married. It is my anniversary date so many years ago. I can turn to April the 28th and tell you the very best thing that ever happened to me in 







[bookmark: _GoBack]my life and that is when I was born again. This is the day of the month over 41 years ago when down on bended knees I gave my heart to Jesus, I got saved and my life was changed forever! Hallelujah! O how the days, months and years have come and gone. As we look back we remember events that have happened that we will never forget. 
I have seen many changes in my 61 years. When you talk to the older class of people such as myself, you will hear them say – “My, how times have changed!” But it isn’t time at all that has changed, it is people.

A TRIP BACK IN TIME

If you could push rewind and go back in history 4,500 years ago to ancient Egypt, you would see just how far man has come in technology and  learning. It was a land of idols and false gods of every kind. They worshipped animals, nature, the earth, land, sea, sun, moon and stars. At that time there was an earthly king named Cheops. He enlisted one hundred thousand slaves to build the famous Pyramid of Giza. The poor slaves were oppressed and afflicted in building this giant burial tomb for the Pharoah God. This masterpiece of ingenuity stands 481 feet tall to the top and over 755 feet long at the base. It was the tallest man made structure in the world in its day. This monument took 20 long years to build and erect. The slaves, by their ancient methods and crude tools, cut and chiseled 2.3 million blocks of granite stones. By their ingenuity, they moved 800 tons a day weighing 3 tons each. O what a laborious feat! But this is a picture of a lost civilization who built what they thought was an eternal resting place for their king and Pharoah. But this monument is being eroded by time and stands as a reminder that without God, your hopes and dreams are vain. In this 4,500 year span, time and the elements have eaten away at it. The winds have blown and chiseled its surface and they say it is now 20 feet shorter to the top. Time ran out on this generation.
O how things have changed since man began his trek through time since the beginning.  It is plain to see that our world is not the same world that even I grew up in. We can look around us and see that greed and covetousness drives our generation, it rules our culture. The rich and famous have their mansions. The well to do have their fine automobiles, they dress and drive in style. Man has built his cities and empires. Our society, even down to the poor class are world driven. The god of mammon (money) rules. 
Life is not simple anymore. I grew up on the edge of the poor class. My home had hard wood floors, no carpet, no air conditioning, just window fans and screen doors. But Mom and Dad had God and I had love! My favorite times were out doors. The neighbor boy and I played with sticks and balls. We would roll an old lawn mower wheel to see which one could roll it down the road the farthest. But those days are long forgotten, now it’s a modern age of gadgetry that has seemed to mesmerize the youth. Now we have lights, booze and drugs. It seems that our world is like a merry-go-round that is spinning faster and faster and the cry of my heart is – “Lord, stop it and let me off, I don’t want a part of it!”

WHERE DO YOU THINK WE ARE HEADED?

  We have seen and witnessed changes in this century alone  since the year 2,000 that boggles the mind and makes one wonder where we are headed. Technology has increased with lightning speed. Welcome to our modern age. The future is now where everything is computerized, even our homes and automobiles. We have reached the threshold of Sci Fi, where science fiction is now a reality. We live in a world of modern technology that bombards the senses constantly with sights and sounds – a computerized age of lights and displays. Welcome to the software generation, a new cyber world that one would think they stepped into the supernatural, into a world of dreams, living in full color 3D lit screens of sights and surround sound with just the touch of a finger. There’s no limit now to the imagination by simply holding in the palm of your hand the whole world in a gadget – able to surf around the globe and visit virtually every place and person in full color. We operate now in a world without wires via satellites and WiFi. Everyone and everything is connected to this world in a thousand different ways, but we have lost our connection to God! We have lost the touch of the Lord. Modern inventions have now crowded out the supernatural, the Heavenly and  Spiritual things of God. And we wonder why people are not saved! Why don’t they serve the Lord? 

A LOOK AT A YOUNG MAN’S HEART
THAT EVEN JESUS COULDN’T WIN

	How hard do you think it is today in our culture to get people saved? There is an unseen power that has control of our generation! It is Satan and his kingdom of darkness that rules in the children of men. The Bible said he is the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air. He has been operating since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden. What you see with your eyes today, all the sights, sounds, and glamour of pleasure is inspired by this king of darkness. He makes man material minded and keeps him earthly glued and based so he can own his soul. Always remember, this world is a magnet and our bodies and minds are the metal which it draws.
	In the Gospel of Mark chapter 10, the Bible tells about an encounter that the Son of God had with a young man in His ministry. There was a young man who came running to Jesus and fell at His feet saying “Good Master, what shall I do to inherit Eternal Life?” Jesus said to him, “If you will enter into Life, keep the Commandments.” This young man was sincere. He wanted Heaven. He answered Jesus, “all the commandments I have kept from my youth, what lack I yet?” The Bible says that Jesus beholding him, loved him and said “If thou wilt be perfect, sell what thou hast, give to the poor and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven. Take up your Cross and follow me.” The Bible declares when he heard this saying, it grieved him in his heart, he turned and went away sorrowful for he was very rich. He was not willing to let loose of his many earthly possessions. They had a hold on his soul, so much that he couldn’t let go. When the young man turned his back and walked away, Jesus said to His disciples, “How hard it is for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” 

THEN AND NOW

	Just look for a moment and compare this young man’s generation to ours. This rich young ruler no doubt had friends along with his wealth. His home no doubt was large and was probably no more than hewn stone of his day with maybe iron gates in front. He had a horse and chariot for transportation. What a rough ride! Other than his fine fancy garments, he had no Cable TV, internet, Cell Phone or computer, no stereo or entertainment system to watch his favorite sports teams, no CD player to play rock or country music, no 4 wheeler or motorized boat, no modern guns or fishing gear, no electricity or running water in the home, no nice carpeted bedroom, no restaurants, bowling alleys, football fields or golf courses, no camp grounds or ski lodges and by him not having any of these luxuries Jesus still couldn’t get him saved. What do you think we are up against today trying to get people interested in Church and serving God? 
	Our society is engulfed with modern conveniences, submerged with pleasure of every kind and you cannot shake them from it. O the spell our generation is under from the master of deceit! The devil promises fun and highs but his pleasures turn to corruption that eat away the soul and wrap you in galling chains of misery. There’s only one word for our generation – ADDICTION. Compared to the people of our age, the rich young ruler of Jesus’ day did not have much to give up to follow and serve Jesus. It shows you the power of sin in a selfish heart. The Gospel was preached in Jesus’ day, but not many people took heed. Jesus said many are called but few are chosen. Multitudes turned and walked away. They let family and friends stand in their way. Others allowed their occupation and material things hinder them, unwilling to let go until death severed the earthly ties and they left this world behind lost and undone without God.

O SINNER AND BACKSLIDER,
AREN’T YOU READY TO GIVE UP?

	A man named Bro. Bill _____ has a prison ministry in the U.S. He had once lived a reckless and destructive life. As a youth, he was in trouble with the law, mixed up in prostitution and had a rap sheet several pages long. For the first 21 years of his life he said he was hauled over 2500 miles to different places of incarceration in handcuffs, leg-irons and waist-chains. He made up his mind he would never go back to prison, but his insatiable hunger for money and power drove him to deal with drugs on a massive scale and became an enforcer with organized crime. He was implicated as being one of the leading cocaine dealers in Kansas City and had enough money to do what he wanted. Bill got busted and went to prison. But something happened to him. He heard the Gospel, gave his heart to God and was saved. The Lord worked it out that he later got released but God called him and sent him right back to prison to do a work. Bill, I saved you and forgave you, now go back and witness to the people and tell them what I did for you, I will do for them. Tell them there is hope, that I love them and will forgive them. He now has a great prison ministry and many have come to know the Lord through his ministry. 
	In one article, Bill tells about the deplorable conditions of prison life where people give up and totally lose all self-respect for themselves. On one visit, he stands in front of a man’s cell door and peers though the bars looking down at a most pitiful case. A man lying in his own filth, bodily fluids and garbage. He witnesses to the man and tells him about Jesus, the lover and forgiver of men’s souls. When he was finished, he asked the man if he was ready to accept Christ, give up his sins, give his life to God and be saved. The man looked up at him and said, “I’m not ready yet.” Bill said to him, “You mean you are not ready to give up this mess?” 
	In another newsletter Bill takes a picture of a man with his hands and arms through the bars with a broom in his hand sweeping in front of his cell. He couldn’t stand the thoughts of dirt in front of his cell door and wanted it clean but took no thought of the sin of his own soul. 
	I want to ask the question, “what is it that is holding people in bondage and keeping them from serving God? Could it be you dear reader or someone you know? What is it of this world that is holding you back? What’s hindering you from making that surrender to Jesus?  Your time is running out on you. The door of opportunity will soon close as it has on the billions of others before you. They lived out their lives, they dreamed, they planned, they builded, they worked and obtained but it came time to die and they left it all behind. The world was their focus and gain was their goal. They became attracted to things, so attached they forfeited their very soul. Your time is running out! Don’t you think it’s time to let loose and give it all to Jesus? As Jesus told the rich young ruler so many years ago – “One thing thou lackest!” Don’t let it rob you of eternal life!” May God Bless my readers!!


